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ABSTRACT
Achievement Motivation is a consistent striving force 
of an individual to achieve success to certain stan-
dard ofexcellencein competing situation.In thisstudy 
an attemptwasmadetostudy theeffectof achievement-
motivation on the academic achievement of the high 
school students of tribal and non tribal communities in 
relation to their sex and locale. For this purpose a sam-
ple of 200 students, studying in class IX of ten gov-
ernment high schools of Goalpara District of Assam 
was selected. They were administered the measures 
of Achievement Motivation Scale by GopalRao. ‘t’ 
test and co-efficient of correlation (r) was applied to 
study the significance ofdifferencebetweenmeansand-
significantrelationbetweenachievementmotivation-
academicachievementrespectively. It was found that 
there was no significant difference between tribal- non 
tribal and boy - girlstudentsbuturbanstudentshavesh-
ownhighachievementmotivationthantheruralstudents.
Incaseofrelationship between achievement motivation 
and academic achievementit was observed that there 
was nosignificant relation between achievement mo-
tivation and academic achievement of tribal, boy and 
ruralstudentsbut there was a significant relationship 
between the achievement motivation and academic 
achievement of nontribal, girl andurbanstudents.

In this modern age achievement is considered to be 
a key factor for personal and social progress. The 
wholesystem of education revolves round academ-
ic achievements of students in the school. Children 
do not find anyinterestinlearningschoolsubjects.The-
schoollearningofachilddependsonvariousphysiolog-
ical,psychological, socio-cultural and economic fac-
tors. Individual differences result in diversity among 
students intheir academic achievement and studies 
have shown general mental ability as a major factor 
in determiningachievement (Patel, 1988 and Khader, 
1992). But apart from the general mental ability other 
factors such aspersonalitytraitslikeinterest,achieve-
ment–motivationetcarealsothedeterminantsofeduca-
tion.Motivationis always considered as a central fac-

tor in academic achievement. Achievement is a task 
oriented behaviour that allows the individual’s perfor-
mance to be evaluated according to some internally or 
externally imposed criterionthatinvolvestheindividu-
alincompetingwithothersorwithsomestandardofexcel-
lence.(Smith,1969).
Achievement motivation is a primary condition to 
achieve something. It is a strong motive character-
ized byambition, high level of energy, strong desire 
for independence. It is a stable learned characteris-
tics in whichsatisfaction comes from striving for and 
achieving a level of excellence. Achievement Moti-
vation is a drive toexcel in learning tasks combined 
with capacity to experience tried in accomplishment, 
EggenManchak, (1994).The concept of Achievement 
Motivation was first popularized by Murray (1938). 
Later David McClleland andAtkinsonconcentratedon-
thestudyofachievementmotivation.Peoplewhostrove-
forexcellenceinafieldforthe sake of achieving and not 
for some reward are considered to have a high need 
for achievement. This need haslabeled as n-achieve-
ment for convenience. So the need for achievement 
or n-Ach was definedas the desire ortendency to do 
things rapidly and to accomplish something difficult 
to master, manipulate, organize physicalobjects,hu-
man beings or ideas. This is to do things rapidly and 
independently as possible to overcome obstaclesand 
obtain a high standard to excel oneself to rival and 
surpass others and to increase self-regard by thesuc-
cessfulexercise talents(Murray,1938).
The theory of achievement motivation is concerned-
with the interaction of personality and the immedia-
teenvironment as a contemporary determinant of as-
piration, efforts and persistence when an individual 
expects thatperformancewillbeevaluatedassuccessor 
failureinrelationtosomestandard ofexcellence.
McClelland (1966) has rightly said, if in a given coun-
try the students in the schools or universities have con-
cernfor excellence, that country will show a consider-
able amount of progress. So the progress of a country 
dependsupon its youth /students and, to a great extent, 
depends upon their academic attainment. Since Ey-
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senek (1953),research works have been reported on 
human motivation or achievement motivation and its 
concomitant effectuponclassroomlearning.Thepredic-
tionofrelationshipbetweenacademicachievementand-
achievementmotivation has been the primary objec-
tive of many investigators. From those studies the 
findings on n-Ach andits relationship with academic 
achievement are available. Meheta (1969), Dutt and 
Subhramal (1971), Pathak (1974), Christian (1977), 
Nair(1984), Geetha (1985),Busatoetal.(2000),Pan-
daand Jena(2000), Krishnamurty (2001),Browsand 
(2002),Kour(2004), Tseng(2004),Bansaletal.(2006), 
Tan etal.(2007),Umadevi (2009), Yusuf (2011) etc. 
have shown the positive and significant relationship 
between n-Ach andschool performance while Bhat-
nagar (1969), Sinha (1970), Walaytiram (1974), 
Shesadri (1980), Reddy (1990),Singh and Parminder 
(2005), Wang and Xing (2009) etc. have reported no 
significant relationship between twovariables.
It is important both for parents and educators to un-
derstand why promoting and encouraging achieve-
mentmotivation from an early age is imperative. It is 
a consistent striving force of an individual to achieve 
success to certain standard of excellence in the compet-
ing situation.The students formselfconcept,valuesand-
beliefsabout their abilities at a young age at school. 
The development of early academic achievement mo-
tivation hassignificant implications for later academic 
careers. A great deal of researchhas found that stu-
dents with highachievement motivation are more like-
ly to have increased levels of academic achievement 
and have lowerdropoutrates(1997).
So,the investingator feel sthatrais in gofachievement 
motivationofthehighschoolstudentsmaygoalongwayin 
enhancing the academic achievement. That is why, the 
present study endeavoured to examine the achieve-
mentmotivationoftribal andnon-tribal students.
Further,worksonachievementmotivationanditsrela-
tionshipwithschoolachievementareveryscarcepartic-
ularly in North-Eastern States. Except a few studies 
e.g. by Gokulnathan (1971), Deka (1992) etc. no oth-
ersignificantstudyisreportedfromthisregion.

Objectivesofthestudy:
1.	 To find out the levels of achievement motivation 

of high school students in relation	 to their 
community , sexandlocale.

2.	 Tofind out ifthereisanysignificantdifferenceint-
heachievementmotivationofstudentsbelongingtot-
wo differentcommunities(i.e. tribal and non-tribal)

ofGoalpara district.
3.	 Tofindoutifthereisanysignificantdifferenceint-

heachievementmotivationofthestudentsinrespec-
toftheir sexandlocale.

4.	 Tofindoutthenatureofrelationshipexistingbe-
tweenachievementmotivationofhighschoolpupil-
sandtheircorrespondingacademic achievement.

Hypothesesofthestudy:
Ho1. Thereisnosignificantdifferenceintheachieve-
mentmotivationofhighschoolstudentsbelongingtotwo-
differentcommunities.
Ho2.Thereisnosignificantdifferencebetweentheach-
ievementmotivationofmale	 andfemale students.
Ho3.Thereis nosignificantdifferencein achievement-
motivation ofhigh schoolstudentsbelonging toruralan-
durbanareas.
Ho4.Thereis nosignificantrelationshipbetween theAc-
ademicachievementandtheachievement Motivation 
ofthehighschoolstudentsonthebasisofcommunity, lo-
cale andsex.
ResearchMethodology:
Thisresearchwasdoneonthe basisofDescriptiveSur-
veyMethod.

Sample:
The study was conducted with a sample of 200 stu-
dents of class IX selected from 10 govt. high schools 
ofGoalpara district of Assam through Stratified Ran-
dom Sampling Technique. Stratification was done on 
the basisof community, sex and locality. It consists of 
two categories of students: the students belonging to 
the tribalcommunity which includes Rabha, Hajong, 
Bodo, Kachari tribes and the other category of the stu-
dents belong tonon-tribal community which includes 
all the general castes of Hindu and Muslim, Scheduled 
Caste, O.B.C. etc.Bothboysandgirlsofrural and urban-
schoolswereconsidered.

ToolsUsed:
GopalRao’sAchievementMotivationScale(1974)
wasused,asameasuringtool.
The test consists of 25 incomplete sentences. To com-
plete each of which two alternatives (a) and (b) were-
offered. Respondents were free to choose anyone of 
the alternatives which suit their taste, opinion etc., 
thoughboth the alternatives were achievement moti-
vation oriented and socially accepted yet one of them 
implies ahigher senseofachievementandexcellence.
Halfanhourwasgiven for answering.
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The scoring was conducted on the basis of the Scoring Manual of GopalRao’s Achievement Motivation Scale.
ThemarksobtainedbyvariouscategoriesofstudentsofclassIXintheirAnnualexaminationweretakenasindexoft-
heirAcademicAchievement.
StatisticalTechniquesUsed:
TheinvestigatorusedthestatisticaltechniqueslikeMean,SD,ttestandcorrelationanalysis.
AnalysisandInterpretations:

 Table:1 PercentagedistributionofAM Scores of Entiresampleandsub-samples.

The percentage distribution of the scores presented in Table- 1 revealed that most of the groups of students 
haveaveragelevelofAMexceptthestudentsbelongingtotribalgroup.TheTablealsorevealsthatlevelofAMofthema-
leand urban studentshaveabetter incomparisonto their other counterpart.

Table:2 MeanandSDofA.M.ScoresoftheEntiresampleandsub-samples.

The frequency distribution of scores AM presented in Table 2 have shown that the mean scores of non-tribal,ur-
banandboystudentswerehigherthanthe tribal, rural girl students

Table:3 Meanand SD of AcademicAchievement(AA)ScoresofthevariousSamples

Table 3 showed that the Mean Score of the various categories of sample in A.A. were not possessing the same-
position as in A.M Scores. Here the tribal, girl and urban students showed better AA than their non-tribal, ru-
raland boycounterpart.

Catagories of students Nos. High A.M(%) Average A.M.(%) LowA.M.(%)
Entire 200 7 60 33
Non-tribal 140 10 60 30
Tribal 60 5 35 60
Boy 100 15 68 17
Girl 100 14 55 31
Urban 120 13 67 20
Rural 80 10 50 40

Sample N M SD
Non-tribal 140 17.05 3.52
Tribal 60 15.63 3.69
Boy 100 17.48 3.88
Girl 100 16.73 3.73
Urban 120 17.16 3.89
Rural 80 11.87 3.49

Sample N Mean SD
Non-tribal 140 29.96 7.23
Tribal 60 32.11 8.24
Boy 100 28.32 8.23
Girl 100 32.25 6.51
Urban 120 32.52 7.92
Rural 80 26.56 5.83
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Table:4 Significance of the difference between Means of the Achievement MotivationScoresofthe vari-
oussamples:

Sample N M SD ‘t’value Significantat 
0.01 Level

Non-tribal 140 17.05 3.52 2.31 NS
Tribal 60 15.63 3.69
Boy 100• 17.48 3.88 1.39 NS
Girl 100 16.73 3.73
Urban 120 17.16 3.89 10.03 S
Rural 80 11.87 3.49

Sample N Calculatevalueofr Table valueofr Significantat 0.01 
level

Non-tribal 140 0.7 0.208 S
Tribal 60 -0.07 0.325 NS
Boy 100 0.11 0.254 NS
Girl 100 0.54 0.254 S
Urban 120 0.419 0.228 S
Rural 80 0.77 0.283 S

Table-4depicts thatthetvalue2.31showing themean dif-
ferenceinA.M.Scores betweentribaland non-tribalhigh-
schoolstudentsarenotsignificantat0.01level.Itindicates-
thatthereisnosignificantdifferenceinthe
AchievementMotivationoftribalandnon-tribalstu-
dents.	
Further the t value 1.39 shows the mean difference in 
the achievement motivation scores of boys and girls 
highschool students is not significant at 0.01 level. 
This indicates that there is no significance difference 
in theachievementmotivationofboysand girlsofboththe 
communities.

The t value of 10.03 showing the difference in the 
achievement motivation of rural and urban high 
schoolstudents differs significantly at 0.01 level. This 
indicates that there is significantdifferences in the 
achievementmotivation oftheruralandurban studentsof 
thetwocommunities.Thereforethefirstandsecondnull-
hypothesesofnosignificantdifferencebetweenthegroup-
sofstudentsformedonthebasisofcommunityandsex 
in respect of their AM were accepted and the third 
null hypothesis of no significant difference between 
thegroupsofstudentsonthe basisoflocale inrespect oft-
heirAMwasrejected.

Table:5 Relationship between Achievement Motivation (AM) and Academic Achievement (AA) of high-
schoolstudents.

The correlation analysisin Table-5 revealed that in case 
ofnon-tribal, girl, urban and rural students groups 
thecoefficient of correlation between AM and AA 
were significant at 0.01 level but in case of tribal and 
boy studentgroups the coefficient of correlationbe-
tween two variables were not significant at 0.01 lev-
el. However from theresult it was clear that the fourth 
null hypothesis of no significant relation between AM 
and AA of high schoolstudents of non-tribal, urban, 
rural and girl groups was rejected and in case ofhigh 
school students of tribal andboygroupsthenull hypoth-
esiswasretained.

Findings
1.	 From the above analyses the investigator found that 

majority of the students in various groups by and-
large have average Achievement Motivation but a 
large number of the tribal students were very low 
intheir achievementmotivation.

2.	 The mean AM scores indicates that in general both 
Tribal and Non-tribal high school students haveav-
erage	 Achievement	 Motivation.	 W h e n -
categorised it is found that Non- tribal have slight-
ly better than their tribal counterpart . In case of 
boysandgirlsofboththecommunitiesitisfoundthat-
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boyshave marginallybetter AMthangirls.Further,in
3.	 caseofUrbanandRuralstudentsofboththecommuni-

ties,UrbanstudentshavemuchhigherAchievement 
Motivation than their Rural counterparts. Thus, it 
is found that except Rural students ofboth the com-
munities all other categories of sample have shown 
average Achievement Motivation. (Vide, table :2)

4.	 It is found from the present study that there is no 
significant difference in AM of Tribal and Non-trib-
al, boysand girls students. But there is a significant 
difference in AM of Urban and Rural students and 
Urban studentshavemuchhigherAMthantheirRu-
ralcounterparts(VideTable :3).

5.	 In case of relationship between Achievement Mo-
tivation and Academic Achievement, it is observed 
from thestudy there is no significant relationship 
between AM and AA in case of Tribal students and 
boys students. Onthe other hand there is signif-
icant relationship between AM and AA in case of 
Non-tribal students, girl-students,rural and Urban 
students. Hence the study revealed that the achieve-
ment motivation enhances the academicachieve-
mentofthe students.

Implications
The present study within its limitations has implications 
for educational planners, administrators, teachers,par-
ents and above all the society itself. The critical analysis 
shows that non-tribal students have comparativelybet-
ter Achievement Motivation than the Tribal boys which 
is reflected in their Academic Achievement . Besideso-
ther factors due to low Achievement Motivation many 
tribal students fail to achieve excellence in their studies.
In this context various complex issues which confront 
the educability of the tribal students such as medium 
ofinstructions, curriculum, methods of teaching, pro-
cedures of evaluation and other related problems like 
firstgeneration learners etc., designed properly and ut-
most care should be taken by the concerned people to 
enhancetheAchievement Motivation.
Itisobviousthatthetribalstudentsandruralstudentsbe-
ingsociallydisadvantagedanddeprivedhavesignificantly 
lowerAcademicAchievementcomparedtothenon-trib-

alandurbanstudents.Theirlevelofperformance is very 
low due to psycho- social factors. They need proper 
help, motivation, encouragement,guidance andremedi-
al instruction. The proper diagnosisof their educational 
backwardness andcorrectivetreatment are also neces-
sary ingredients of a sound educational programme for 
the deprived, tribal and ruralstudent-populationincom-
parisontoothersociallydisadvantagedgroup.
In the present complex world a certain educational 
qualification does not guarantee success in life. To be 
asuccessful human being, everybody needs a condu-
cive environment with a human touch for continuous 
growthand success. Therefore, the role of Achievement 
Motivation for higher Academic Achievement is not 
onlyessential fortribalandnon-tribalstudents,itisamust-
foroneandallforeffectiveandworthyliving.
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